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Around 90% of
homes and
businesses in the
UK already have
access to superfast
broadband.
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The UK
Government wants
to extend coverage
to 95% by
December 2017.

It also wants to deliver
superfast broadband to the
remaining 5% by 2020.

But there’s no funding
mechanism to cover all of
this final 5%.

We can help
A Community Fibre Partnership is a
way that BT and local communities can
co-fund infrastructure upgrades, so the
final 5% can gain access to fibre
broadband services, and now 4G too.

Leveraging the Openreach fibre network, we can deliver access to the EE 4G network as
part of a CFP
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4G is a key part of the connectivity story, at home and out and about
• Through EE, we now cover 75% of UK landmass with 4G.
While we’ve hit 99% population coverage, we recognise
it’s no longer enough to merely cover you where you
live.
• We want you to be able to connect to superfast 4G
wherever you go. That’s why we’ve made it our ambition
to deliver 4G to 95% of UK landmass by 2020.

• And we're investing £1.5m a day to make it happen.
• And that’s just for starters. We’re building new sites and
upgrading others to superfast 4G to make sure that
there’s 4G coverage wherever you go.
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"I believe we have a responsibility
both to our country and to our
customers to extend 4G coverage
dramatically"
Marc Allera, EE CEO (April 2016)

Supporting rural 4G coverage: our 95% ambition

EE is the UK’s first, largest and fastest 4G
network
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EE’s ambition

• More than 15 million 4G customers, the largest
in Europe

• EE recognise customers want coverage
wherever they live, work and travel and know
that just 2G coverage is no longer good enough

• Upgrading 19,000 sites – an additional
2,000sqm of coverage every month

• EE’s 4G will reach 92% geographic coverage by
end of 2017

• WiFi calling and 4G calling give new ways to
connect

• EE’s network will provide 95% of UK geography
with 4G (equivalent to 99.8% population
coverage) by 2020

A new solution: EE’s micro network
• Through EE, we have developed a new way to
provide 4G coverage to rural communities.
• Delivers outdoor voice and data coverage on 3G
and 4G
• Delivers indoor coverage to most residences
• Can be deployed more quickly than traditional
mobile sites

• We require community interest and the use of
sites in the community to enable this.
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Example site installation

Examples of residential installations

Example – Commercial/Industrial/Agricultural
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Hardware sizes – Cabinet & Antenna
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CFP – fibre and 4G trials
• We have announced our intention to deliver fibre and
4G solution for communities who lack access to
superfast fibre and have poor (or no) 4G coverage

We are capturing registrations of interest for this now at
www.communityfibre.bt.com

• We will leverage the synergies between the two
technologies to deliver fibre and 4G infrastructure in
the most reliable and cost effective way – meaning we
can help more communities.

General availability

• We have already completed initial technical feasibility
and will be running customer pilots during Q1 –
including some new technology
• Your area has been identified as a candidate for a
customer pilot
• Full availability of this solution will be announced in
due course
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Customer pilots (Q1)

Technical feasibility
(Complete)

We provide the
strongest, most
future-proofed and
best value-for-money
solutions for the
remaining 5%
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Access to the best
4G network in the
UK

Hundreds of ISPs
to choose from;
the most choice of
any European
market

The right technical
solutions – fibre
and 4G

Lowest superfast
and fixed line
broadband costs in
Europe

Best value for
money for local
bodies, for
consumers, and for
businesses

Most futureproofed solution –
a roadmap to
Ultrafast

Our Community Fibre Partnership capabilities
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We’ve got a dedicated team providing
management and support via
CommunityFibre@bt.com

We’re working with 100s of
communities across the UK and
have passed contracted to deliver
over 40,000 THP via our
Community Fibre Partnerships to
date

We’re looking to make the process
for co-funding fibre for
communities simpler, faster and as
painless as possible

We’ve established a partnership
with Spacehive to help
communities to crowdfund their
superfast broadband.

If a community wants to work with
us we’ll provide a single point of
contact for the full journey

BT will always invest In the
solution.
Government vouchers and/or BT
grants may also be available to
help cover the costs.

Next steps for this customer pilot

The community
agrees to take part in
the scheme
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A community
champion is
appointed – they will
act as a single point
of contact between
EE and the
community, promote
the micro network
within the
community, and help
EE find suitable sites

EE complete detailed
analysis to confirm its
technical viability

If its technically
viable, EE will work
with community
champion to agree
site locations with
property owners,
contracts signed

EE install the micro
network sites and
commission
equipment

EE test the micro
network

4G FAQs
Questions

Responses

•

Will EE pay site rents for the micro network sites?

No. We’ll deploy and operate the network, including running and maintaining the
network on an ongoing basis, but will ask the community to allow us to locate the
infrastructure rent free.

•

Who pays for the electricity?

We will fully compensate site landlords for power costs

•

What about health and safety?

The equipment sits in an enclosed cabinet and is a low power installations 1w min ->
20w max

•

Can any EE customer use the network?

Yes

•

Will we need EE handsets and contracts?

Yes you will need to be EE customers to use the 4G services

•

Who pays for the installation and running of the network?

We will cover all these costs

•

Are there any planning considerations?

We will draw up all plans and obtain all planning consents that are required

•

What are EE’s current tariffs?

Some examples from the EE website PAYM from £14.99 / month with a free EE handset
or PAYG £49.00 for an EE handset with min top-up of £10 each 30 days. For the latest
details please go to www.ee.co.uk
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communityfibre.bt.com

CFP using fibre and 4G

Power
supply
Fibre

New FTTC
active cabinet

Old cabinet

17

Re-use the D-side
copper pairs
(overhead and
underground)

